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Lew Hing

Lew Hing, a Chinese merchant from Taishan, was a renowned leader of overseas Chinese in California.
He was a pioneer in the canning industry in the United States and was involved in various Chinese
businesses.
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Report of China Mail Steamship Company Limited

1915 to 1919

In 1915, Lew Hing and a group of Chinese merchants founded the China Mail Steamship Company in
California. For the first time in history, Chinese-owned 10,000-tonne ocean liners sailed between San
Francisco and Hong Kong.

Courtesy of Mr Bruce Quan
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Investments in Gold Mountain firm

Hop Wo Chong, in Hong Kong, and Hop Wo Long, in San Francisco, were affiliated firms, bound together
through cross-shareholdings. They cooperated and ran the gold mountain firm’s business.

Courtesy of Mr Bruce Quan
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Annual report of Hop Wo Long and Hop Wo Chong
1910s
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Bill of Lading issued by Hop Wo Chong for freight to California
1920 and 1924
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Investment in Hong Kong’s ginseng and antler industry

1920s

Before the Second World War, herbal medicine shops lined the streets of Central and Sheung Wan. Lew
Hing also invested in relevant business such as Hong Kong Man Chun Wing Wah Kee. He kept the (a)
share certificate and (b) ledger of the shop.

Courtesy of Mr Bruce Quan
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Investments in Hong Kong's financial sector
In 1907, Lew Hing and fellow Chinese businessmen co-founded the Canton Bank of San Francisco. Soon
afterwards, Lew Hing also invested in various banks and insurance companies founded by Chinese
merchants in Hong Kong.
Courtesy of Mr Bruce Quan
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Accounting report of Pu An Insurance Company in Hong Kong
1915
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Annual report of the Bank of Canton, Hong Kong
1915 and 1923
d. RABKRRITRNEHRSE
19234
Share certificate of the Oriental Commercial Bank, Limited
1923



